
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Bay Village Community Band 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: 2017 Summer Series Performances 

Your Project Summary: A northeastern Ohio favorite, the Band's Summer Series provides five free public 

performances featuring audience favorites of patriotic music, marches, movie music, classical pieces, big 

band and more!  These performances are held in Bay Village's main park and outdoor gazebo,  providing 

a great family friendly atmosphere for all to enjoy great music!  We also plan to incorporate "Meet the 

Musicians" event where attendees can meet band members and also learn about and try different 

instruments. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Samuel Sellers 
(Brooklyn, NY) 

Grace Kewl-Durfey 
(Fort Lauderdale, FL) 

Jared Shenk  
(St. Paul, MN) 

Lindsay So 
(Philadelphia, PA) 

Miguel Rodriguez 
(Boston, MA) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Public benefit is clear.  Some observations:  median household income of area suggests that 

residents may have disposable income to spend on travel, therefore, to boost audiences, consider that 

also including music that may remind attendees where they may have traveled, allowing for more diverse 

music to be provided.  Also, it seems that in-kind donations are low given the number of volunteer 

musician hours, was this included?  If not consider for the future, which would increase project income. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The proposal from Bay Village Community Band somewhat meets the criteria for funding. The 

concerts presented  are free and open to the public, and they engage a diverse and large number of 

volunteer musicians and focus on a specific part of the community. However, the proposal offers no 

details on specific programmatic activities (musical works to be presented, etc.) The application would be 

stronger if the organization would make programmatic decisions in advance and had better long-term 

planning prior to applying. Finally, the proposal lists and organizations budget of $4,500 for the current 

year (page 1), but a program budget of $8,000 for the next summer programs. This is either a mistake, or 

a 78% increase from one year to the next. This significant variance requires explanation. Additionally, the 

project budget shows an Administrative Personnel costs of 38% of the total project budget, which seems 

high, again without offering an explanation of what the Administrative costs are. The program does 

provide public value. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This application evidences dedicated efforts to continue a longstanding community-based arts 

tradition; one that is inter-generational, inter-active and interwoven into the fabric of the City of Bay 

Village. Over the course of their season, the band is visible in performance capacities across a variety of 

public and private spaces, reaching a diverse set of audiences while maintaining an ensemble that offers 

opportunity for internal mentorship as well as involving community members in activities before and 

during performances. It receives a "yes" rating. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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Comment: Yes, this applicant meets the funding criteria in their application. The application demonstrates 

a strong commitment to the public benefit through a plan for multiple free, public music concerts that are 

geographically accessible for a wide range of people in the community. This application is rooted in the 

arts (music, specifically), with a long history of serving the community, and the organizational structure 

includes experienced musical professionals from diverse backgrounds. Additionally, good demonstration 

of working with community partners that serve a diverse range of ages and living situations. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria, with a clear articulation of public benefit. The 

organization engages a diverse group of talented musicians, and their summer series will reach a great 

number of people, and the inclusion of the "meet the musicians" element is a creative way to improve 

upon past seasons, and will both recognize the talent of the volunteer musicians and deepen audience-

members' knowledge of the music and musical instruments involved. Their history of their summer series 

shows experience and capacity to implement the project. "Meet the Musicians" and their goal to increase 

attendance has them thinking about continuous improvement of program delivery. I am unclear, 

however, how the program will inspire its community to think creatively and/or differently. I would have 

liked to read more about how they are energizing the neighborhood. 

 

 

Panelist 5 


